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July 7, 2001, on my trip to Hollister, CA for the July 4th gathering.

D = San Benito County Deputy Somavilla
Q = Richard Quigley

Q: So what's up?

D: You don't have a helmet.

Q: Yeah I sure do.

D: Not on.

Q: Sure is.

D: Where?

Q: It's on my head.

D: That's a hat.

Q: That's a helmet, sir.

D: How's that? . . . Is that DOT approved?

Q: Does it have to be DOT approved to be a helmet?

D: In order to be a legal helmet in the State of California it does.

Q: You're sure about that?

D: I'll look it up for ya, but . . .

Q: I've been doin' this quite a while partner, and ah . . . I been wearing
this one now for about two and a half years.

D: Alrightee.
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Q: Now I'll agree that there has been, there's been their share of
confusion on the part of occasional police officers, but ah, no as far as I
know it's fine.

D: Okay, I'll look it up. Could I see our driver's license.

Q: Yeah.

D: Heck, if you know that better than I do, than more . . . great. I'll look it
up right now and I'll find out for sure.

Q: I'll be right here.

D: Alright, thank you.

Q: I appreciate that deputy.

D: No problem.

(The deputy opened the trunk of his patrol unit, pulled out a copy of the
vehicle code and started reading.)

D: (Walking back from his patrol unit . . .) Is your helmet conspicuously
labeled?

Q: Huh? (I pointed to the DOT emblem on the rear of my helmet.)

D: You've gone through this before haven't you?

Q: I wouldn't leave home without it. . . . Silly law isn't it?

D: Yep.

Q: I'm all clear?

D: Yeah, let me get your license.

Q: I appreciate it.


