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242 BRIEFING REQUIRED ***
SUBJECT: MOTORCYCLE MELMET ENFORCEMENT

CALTFORMIA™S MANDATORY MOTORCYCLE HELMET LAM BECOMES EFFECTIVE
JANUARY L, 1992. BECAUSE THIS LAW HAS THE POTENTIAL TO PREVENT
GREAT HUMAN TRAGEDY, THERE WILL BE MO TRAOITIONAL "CONDITIONING
Of GRACE PERIQOD™ WITH REGARCE TO ENFORCEMENT. HOWEVER, GEFICER
DISCRETION, AS WITH RMOST ENFORCEMENT CONTAGCTS, REMAINS UNAFFECTED
BY THIS POLICY, THE DECISION T ISSUE A CITATION RESTS WITH THE
OFFICER BASED ON THE ATTENDANT CIRCUMSTANCES AND HIS/HER
JUDGMENT .

THERE HAVE BEEN STATEMENTS BY MOTORCYCLE ENTHUSIASTS WHO, OBJECT
TO THE HELMET LAW, THAT THEY WILL SEFK TO CREATE AN INCIDENT OR
CONFRONTATION WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS OVER ENFORCEMENT OF
THE STATUE (I.E., LARGE NUMBERS OF MOTORCYCLE RIDERS I[N A
GROUP, NOT WEARING HELMETS, FLAUNTING NON-COMPLIANCE IN FRONT
JF OFFICERS). TO PRECLUDE GIVING THESE INOIVIGUALS SLICH AN
SPPORTUNLTY, CFFICERS ARE TO APPLY THE "COMMON SENSE" QUCTRINE,
BUTH FOR THEIR OWN A3 WELL AS THE PUBLIC SAFETY. ACCORDTHGLY,
THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES IN DEALING WITH THIS MATTER ARE
PROVIDED, ¥
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o UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, IN THE INTEREST OF THE SAFETY OF AL
CONCERNMNED, ODFFICERS ARE DISCOURAGED FROM HAKING ENFORGCEMENT
STOP2 ON LARGE GROUFS OF UNHELMETED RIDERS SOLELY FOR A
UI?I.#T‘II'.‘N -OF THE MANOATORY HELRMET LaW,
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¥ UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, IF A VICLATOR REPUSES TO SIGN THE -
MOTICE TQ APFEAR FOR SECTION 27803 VC, a3 a FORM OF FROTEST
TO THE STATUTE, GFFICERS SHOULD UTILIZE THE COMPLAIMT
PROCESS (ENTER "COMPLAINT TO BE FILED" ON VIOLATORS
SIGNATURE LINE] INSTEAD OF NMAKING AN IN-CUSTOOY ARREST
- UNLESS A SUPERVISOR OF OFFICER-IN-CHARMGE DIRECTS OTHERWISE,

@ UPON I3SUING A CITATION, VIOLATGORS SHALL BE INFORMED THAT
FAILURE TO WEAR A HELMET IS A CONTINUING VIOLATION. ;//I
VIOLATORS SHOULD NOT BE CITED A SECOND TIME FOR THIS
 OFFENSE UNTIL THEY HAVE HAD A REASONABLE OFPORTUNITY TGO

- SECURE AN APPROVED HELMET,, T i -

© SECTION 27323[b7 VC SHMOULD BE USED TO CITE THE OFERATOR ! g
— 8 FMOUTORCYCLE, MOYTOR-DRIVEN CYCLE, OR MOTORIZED BICYCLE FOrR
NOT WEARING AN APPFROVED SAFETY HELMET,
]
o SECTION 278@3(c) Ve SHOULD BE USED TO CLTE THE PASSENGER Ln
A POTCARCYCLE, MOTOAR-CRLIVEN CYCLE, OR MONORLZED BLOYCLE Fiw
MNOT HEaRING AN APPHLIVED SAFEFY HELMET.
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